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Immune checkpoint inhibitors in anti-cancer therapy: practice and perspective
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1. Biomedical Research Center, Zhongshan Hospital, Fudan University, Shanghai 200032, China
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[ Abstract] Cancer immunotherapy based on immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICIs) represents the promising advances
over the past decade. Demonstrating unprecedented extension of patient survival, antibodies against programmed cell death 1
(PD-1) and its ligand (PD-L1) quickly became the promising novel treatment in anti-cancer therapeutics nowadays. So,
immunotherapy of cancer has entered into a new phase. Clinical trials and practices conducted simultaneously by oncologists
both in China and the developed countries furtherly proved the clinical efficiency of agents targeting ICIs in treatment of a wide
array of cancer types. However, despite the success of ICls, side effects of antibody targeting ICIs gradually emerged during
the widespread use in clinic, including the low overall response rates (ORRs) . acquired resistance to these agents. and various
immune-related adverse events (irAEs), of which are worthy of attention of the oncologists. This paper summarized the recent
progress of ICIs in clinics, discussed the above challenges, and proposed the strategy for increasing benefits of the ICIs
therapy.

[Key WOI‘dS] cancer; immune checkpoint inhibitors; PD-1/PD-L1 antibody; acquired drug resistance; immune

related adverse events
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JU IR B [ SRR K A s Y RS IR T AE A 10 AF ] I FIF A B A R BR B pT T, TR R BR R BT RN

o 7B O R 2T R VA AT A A T T AR
HYI7 . 2011 4F, SE[E £ b 25 i i LR (FDA)
T UL T A A A T 9 O A A Ok iR
F 4 (CTLA-4) i i 7 7+ VE 51 4T Cipilimumab) ] T
AN AT ) B B R 1 R R IR YT L OT R T A A
ST Gimmune checkpoint inhibitors, ICIs) Il R
SEERIFARY . BT A A AU TR YT AR A R
ZAR T 400 S B )T B (CAR-T) By itk 4, 2013 4F,
Science ¥ I G 352 97 15 3V O 4F B B B A Bl R
. 2014 4, FDA B U e 5% K md 78 7 1R 5K
- -1 CPD-1) 400 i % oo 1 F Tk B 5P
(pembrolizumab) F T A~ AT V) Bk 5 5% % 1 28 K8 1)
BT I AR 2015 4FE R B 0 T AR N 0 i
(NSCLO) FJIRYT o 4 i Jea G 8 97 12 I PR 55 38 A 1)
BB, 2018 4% i DUJR AR FHER B8 2 g % T 55 [
R 5% James Allison fll H 48 4 ¥ 22 &% Tasuku
Honjo, LR AT X i 96 £ 328 A6 A s BIF 5 1 BT R
WA TCTs Fili 2 # At E T 22 b 8 1 b i 136 97
Je B B4 1 I DR R i

2018 4, v [ B K 24 i Wa B 4 1 ) (National
Medical Products Aduinistration, NMPA) 15 ¥ 3t #E
PD-1 il 57 44 28 5T (nivolumab) I F 3 B A= KA
TR EGFR) /[A] 22 P4 i B 98 Al CALKO B4 )5
I ) B B A PE NSCLC (36897 . Bl S - 45 B 3 A
L Ctoripalimab) £ 2 [ 5 4> A< 4= PD-1 1) il )
ARA T AN AT U0 B B B M T 1 R R R IR T
W5 o v [ MR 2 5 ok I 58 2 7 SRR [) 0 T g
TR S T I B IR RIE T IR R 5 . AU
45 7T AEE AN ICTs 1 PR 52 8% IR TCTs T il
Pk i S K e T 1)

1 ICIs W2 ¥ # & K Iifs PR Bz A

Mg AR A NE S o FiEd S T 4 kim
(Y D8 K A 25 A ] T B R T A0 M T M T
B RE R i . B2 5K AR E 2o B DB X — A g i
T I K B O LR S R G B bR 4
Mawy B 0, ICTs fidz i A . 4. ICTs LA g B $it
W F ., AR I8 11 B ICTs A T i IR b 78
BT A WO s ) A BB B 1 ICTs 248
PD-1/#8 F¢ P56 7= R 7 i -1 (PD-L1) # 4fil 750>,
1.1 wadAlzkEi T KEYNOTE-002 If K AF
FELER L FDA F 2014 48 9 A LHEth 2 EHEBR YD R A

LBk A LT PD-1 BB, 8 T O R R
JE T LRIARYT . 2016 4E 10 A FDA i iy 8 5 2R
HHLH T NSCLC &1 —4iRy7 X & PD-1/PD-
L1 BT e YR A A F 9 0 A8 A 19— RIB YT . 2018
A7 H TR R BB AR b B NMPA e TR
JEAF VIR s o v 08 . fF Rl KEYNOTE %
F I R FE Y T TR ey {0 ) B B0 03 D IE © 9
Z 3 SRR R L Uk LR L T R AN R R B b
I VR AN g | FY SR B Y R Merkel 41 i g5 55 2
M PR

1.2 #hXEHR 2014 4 12 A, BB EiERELN
FIBE & 1 PD-1 304 570 94 2 S b 3k FDA it Bl
FIF B B R TR YT . 2018 4F 6 H gyl
Pk B NMPA L, F§F EGFR/ALK B J5 &8
B3 B 5E A% P NSCLC B3R 97 . 88 1 3K v [ 4t
HER PD-1 #0254 . fEB % CheckMate 55 I JRWF
T TE R L 400 K SR 0B 19 38 1 JE o Bl 22 3R it . £ 3
S RN R I N Tl - BN )
P 55 25 Tl A iR . 4B . CheckMate 816 #F 585
SRR R AT 2 AR R B S 1T R R
it 96 9 PHL % £ 3, ol L O AN AE B R Bh VR T T A
i PD-1 441 5

1.3 K44 # 3% (cemiplimab) 2018 4 9 H,
1 8345 9 5 P AR ST B A F & 1 PD-1 400 3 570 7 K 3%
FHHTak FDA itk . B 5% % 1t k=) 38 i 39 5 ik
SR 20 M98 R YT o LRI PG OK 3 A BT A X 2 A
SRR 1Y) PR 2 KBRS 2 Y 22 TG R IR 56 Y b
T A I/ T4 B B

1.4 A B 2018 4E 12 A, & LWt
R PD-1 40 i) 550 45 ity 3 1) 5 470 4K o [/ NMPA it
e TR AT VIR 5% 7% v T 2R R YR YT Ll
WA Ei R Th EA 4 ICTs 254, H AT R 5 S A
PP CARHE A T B R LR R AT . (1S
— ML 2020 4F 3 T, e R R BT IA O % R R
FI T 15 3k FDA ARJL 25 %% 4% A GIE, Bk B A 3k
FDA HE /) [ 7 PD-1 #4i 51

1.5 4%ib#) # 4% (sintilimab) 2018 4 12 H . {3
i il 25 ALK i 25 A VR TF & PD-1 40 i 500 4 3k )
Hprakh E NMPA HE i, F TR E S & e
. 2020 4F fF A TR 2 W FDA JRJL 25 % k%
WIE 43 3 F T 40 b B2 988 £ A 8 TR T

1.6 -F# A 2k % 3% (camrelizumab) 2019 4E 5
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A o e E B 25 0F & (g PD-1 30 i 550 - B A1 Bk 2R BT
AR P NMPA i, T T 28 3% 58 75 6 i TR Y
=YY . B . R B A Bk PR 4k SR 7T
I ONSCLC %5 5 2 PR Ik

1.7 #F A 2k #3K (tislelizumab) 2019 4 12 A,
HH U R MBI & PD-1 410 i 57 % R BR S AR
[ NMPA e, T X6 Pk o5 % 1k 20 i R &
SR EIREIRYT . B R A R BB AR A T TR B
bR % W I Jr. Bk b, RATIONALE 304 Al
RATIONALE 307 WF58UE 58 - 8 15 A Bk o Hi ek &
—ZAL T 25 Wi T W AR AR SR NSCLC #y Il
W PROTSE 23 R 4F 180 1 A ) i 2Rt A T
RAFEBLIR NSCLC G55 1Y [ 7 PD-1 il 571

1.8 T4 zk # 3 (atezolizumab) 2016 4E 5 H , H
IR 25 0F & 19 PD-L1 410 i 57) Bl 45 2k B 451 3k FDA
e T )R A 0 1 Bl RS R IR B b R O B
ANERAL By PD-L1 W50 . [F4E 10 7, Bl AE Bk
FLTIE NLIED R NSCLC iRY7 .

1.9 4% % 3% (avelumab) 2017 4F 3 A . i B
e 1l 24 R iy 1) 2 6 I k0 B A R BT AR K Y
2H i A S 1 48 B 75 /E A (antibody-dependent cell-
mediated cytotoxicity, ADCC) 7% £y PD-L1 #
FIBT 4 & B4k FDA HEE, 1 T 5 B8 4E Merkel 4
LIRS G ST o A AE 5 B BT 7 Dl 2D i R A v 6 sk
[F] B ot AT 38 5oF ADCC 35 PR3 38 B3 28 4% 1 (NKO 4
it 2% 195 98 A L 1 B 00

1.10 &R %% 3 (durvalumab) 2017 4E 5 A, H
BT 347 1) R AF & B9 PD-L1 4100 i 5] 7 B & B 40 4K FDA
HEAE T T J B0 G 300 B RS PR R B b R RO IR T .
2019 4 12 H . NMPA #1850 & S h0 1 T 18
ATACTT 5 AR A JE i A T D) BR i 1l ) NSCLC 1y
BT .

1.11 HE 4 ICIs [ PD-1/PD-L1 PL4b, HAth E 40
T RER A R ARG CTLA-4 . itk B 40 i 1% 1k 36 -3
(lymphocyte activation gene-3, LAG3). T 4f 4 %
JEBRE -3 (T cell immunoglobulin-3, TIM3) . &
Ig Jo ITIM £5F9300 T 40 M 6 5 % 1R (TIGIT) Al
B.T #E 40556 R 7 (BTLA) Z HE Ji] i 26 4
P2 A A 0 A AIE S R D s s X D T A T 5 A
B0 e S ST AT T R B S . 2011 48 3 )T,
CTLA-4 4 i 5] £+ VT 5 5t Cipilimumab) 3255 3k 454
FDA fit#fe, FH T DB MR R MR IT. (B2, H
THIL R F B Z A B, B PD-1/PD-

L1 30t 500 19 4 Ji& o G DG B 0 OR AL 3 22 3 Ik
7 4h. CTLA-4 0 i 50 2 6 KR 5 4t
(tremelimumab) \LAG3 #f1 i 5] LAG525., TIM3 i
157 MBG-453 ., TIGIT #557 MTIG7192A 258 4b
Tl AR B B A R A R A e TCTs 56 BT 1Y
A

2 ICIs &80T R & 0 5 PR 1 R R 3 3R

ICTs 19 Il PR B2 FH AT JF 7 Mo 968 4 82 97 vk HAR Y
KT 310 4E3k, K& A IE K e A 98 E 52 1 ICTs
XoF 22 ol S TR 3R 9T R S . ELB B A 2 A ] i
JE I A R, T 25 () 2 o R A AS TR RS 6 ICTs
MIT N AMAERRKER", B4 L& MHEHE.
Merkel 2 i g i3 1252 i 8 AN B (MIST-HD fif 9 K
P& £F 4t 348 Ak BB 29 X ICTs 3R 97 N 24 %6 (50 % ~
9070 et L X bR K BUEAT LT B R ARRAE
PD-L1 {5 3 ik % 8 A ¢ . MSI-H/ 8% i & & it
(dMMR) | i 2878 6 far o JH: At — 26 i g, 45 28
FIE NSCLC, Sk 307K i g L 848 % 42 40 M L IR
% b R IR LB AN R ST 40 R S TCTs IR YT R &
FAHXE Qi AR BR T R N R Gk 3506 ~
4000 Z A, HoAfth b R N & R Bk s F o159 ~
250601 @l WL, BT ICTs R U A W B
A4 Jrg R o G IR B o) A v 2 ) Ik 968 s el s o i R
ERENIR R N DO o LR €2 R
B2 T T AT e A R T 1 TR S AL ICTs YR YT S
BH LT TR AN

AR ICTs IR 77 W 28 60 2 8 IR S ih
JYHIF R IR . G R YT 2 H RSB IR T I A R
B H T . AR R A ICTs B AL ICTs Bk & A0y7 .
ICTs Bk A 0T 5 1CTs k& 43 18 1) 25 90 55 2 Fh 40
GIRYT 7 AT R R IR, X A Bk m ICTs IR
I7 BRI K HAE T B 2 o KR AT

W A o [ B o) % A 2 g A DG i R R
I B AR OBURR S MR B B 9 g 45 iR ICTs o
HENERME T BT eE. HaAr, 2 A #m PD-1/
CTLA-4.PD-1/1 %8 W % A& K K + (VEGF) \PD-1/
LAG-3,PD-1/PD-L1, PD-1/T-4fi }fs i/ 5 3 %] 3% 4%
F(ICOS) \PD-1/ NEF A KW 731k 2(HER2)
o PD-L1/840E K R F-8 CTGF-R) & WUEE 5 M 4t
TR AR GENT, MRS R 7 R W AE BF 0 AKL04
(NCT04380805) , B fr F] ¢ £ #ff 19 MEDI5752
(NCT03530397 ). {5 ik il 25 1 ®f 19 IBI315
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hEEKES: 2021482 4 28 % GF 1

(NCT04162327) . % [C il 25 76 #F B9 RO7121661
(NCT03708328) K& 1 Fi il 2§ 7¢ W i SHR-1701
(NCT03710265) %,

3 ICIs &REBTREEMARTRES

Pl TCTs I AR N 9 B A TT, ICTs A Y7 I I
PAFPERS 25 ) i 5 R EAA . Har, ©F bk
HUREBREE TR v (IFN-Y 5 5 5% B A st
FE v | iR A T 1) B g A ) LA B S A A RS R
ik R AE Z A 25 ML RGE . SR, SR ST 2
Yy RS [m13E TT 25 WO T 25 48 L L ICTs 3R 97 1Y T 2 ik
T W B A 4% 1) JR) T 5 R AE S

TS Wl g S BN ICTs 3R 453 M fif 25 & — A~
M FEIR RAFFT P B IN ICTs 3RAS 1 it 25 b A% 40
SPIETE R, (D BETH X ICIs A R A 23 1 I gk
RARAFPEM 2, SR, WPk 8 2 1% 1 26 R ICTs 3R
S T RAR AR S R Y T AT M b UE
(RECIST) 2 #8 43 8% 58 42 v & 1 8 3 13 R By 28
7 UF R RE AR AR R R S T A A
BT X E S B AT AR AL B TC A R (A
Tiif 245 55 9 A B TG HE e ) FVER B A R E (B
HEJE AR ICTs 8 6D . HIb, #7B e i e R E
[ o R < S 113 S I R 2 ¢ O W IV 2 < s o |
AT 25 M ARAF T 2RV . AN B AR T A
N AE AT R S B L 0 PR i A 4 S BOIR A 1 T
EHLHRI TS AEE T . (O BRA T2 U “ s &
S SOMEBE i — 203 e o TR A F 9 2 AR ME ff 7 92 38 /2
—MBIT IR RIS B & T RBIRAA N A, () B
TK V- I 285 A A 7K ST B 28 Xt AR AR 1 T 24 S 11
VERW AR A . B 2 & A T 2, W BRI
TR VA O 281 10+ AFL 225 B 5 M D 7 9 B
RRE B P XA A R T 25 R A R AT . (D
Gy F R AT I 2L AN ) 02 452 ICTs YR YT e
BE IR SRR — B [|) (i NN A R S e
HE IR J , DUDREE LA K T 2 5% 24 i B0 2 ) I AR A 1
Mt 2. 3EF UL EFEE BRTH A ICTs 345 M i 24 18
FEAE TR ME L A R 3 — 0] R ) 1 RS o T 245 AL o1
5T

LU il Z 438 1 i 24 AL ) A0F 5% A5 8 BHLAS T %
FATPET 25 A9 BF 58 . 5040 B 0 P B R B 2K B 9
2 2 B 20 )2 T 1Y) 35 1A R s LAASE T A e e
JHLTE A 1) S5 SO B S 1k 5 L AT R T ICTs 4R A%
PE 25 B A F 5T . ER L ICTs BRAS PR 25 2 /0

W LA L Bb R AL L b R BB B G AR A T N 3R
PR T BE IR 2 % i 9 00 L R 4 5 400 0 O 2R 55 22 0 T
PEATORTE . DRI  ASUBT X i e 28 23 B0 00 7 TG 0% o8 4
fife 1Mt 25 BIL )

e JH T T 1 doe o i 24 Jib R 20 21 8 4 1
Je— RAME R 5 E 0 R Bl L Y 2 1 AT 1 2 A
6] . % ICTs Y& J7 B2 BH PR B 8 25 BE 1A w8 o T K A=
ARAT VR 25 19 £ 3 0 e vp — 23 6 B B ik
Z AR PN A bR . TR 526 97 AR 1Y iR 4
Zlal GEXT 1CLs Jo N 2 sl AN TE LR A 1 1irf 25 » 31X b AN
AT A T BOM ¢ S 5 0 BT M S R R A —
VIR . DDA 7 22 F A R S 22 PO i R E U AT RE
Je— PRI 9 AN R i - RE S E — € R B IR YA
7RIS ARAS BRG] R, 7R B kAl b — 2Pz
W S Xt TCTs Wi o R85 14 R 2 23 i E AF & 26 1R Y
i 5 2 2R B 3L ) e R T R S A R A B T
X 3E Y B 2 2 U AT 0 3k

4 ICIs REBTHHEXTRRE

TEIE B DL S i A EZE LI RSE T 4
JRLE PR T RO B g AR G 0 4 A R Tk
SR ICTs BHAT 1 Sy A6 A s %t T 48 B 0 14 1 1 34
PR S BORR 20 S 1 B B e 5 B, T
IE 4 A s BN AR SR R ST A OGO RN
( immune-related events, irAEs )%,
irAEs SASBER R 0. 3% ~1. 3% MK T — 265
IR Ir 2 AR T g B . R R
TEIX S8 RN i B T 2R T B B AR B A
RS AR 9K A R A iy b L, R BB — A
Y
4.1 ERARRRE IR RV Z ICLs i H il
MR BERCAR R RN AR AETF 300 B, FER
BR BE I PR FIK IR S5 HE A R E SR AN T 2R
6] 2 980 2R b R P 470 20 i 245 ) T RE RR ] R ek
FEFEHCERIRT . W BURE I BUK R P 3R
B2 YR BEHA fift E X W R 4 L AN i 3G 22 TN AR G IR 25
4 ik (drug rash with eosinophilia and systemic
symptom, DRESS) , #f 7 X 1 2 8 35 S i 347 J ik
PV AL 048 ) o 288 18] 2 B3R L O 5 7% 1K A
FHICTS o % B 1 Bhe B4 A9 DAy P — SR A JHF 988 38 7 i
f [ 7 PD-1 BT, 78 Il IR 28 5% b BA7 GG s s
B AT 245 41 A8 2 By PR B2 IR B A0 I A R AR E
(RCCEP) [ & A= %6 151566, 8 00, — € R i L FRAR T

adverse
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BERMAERT . BF 5 BoR, BA P A A R 2
A REARIZAN B RN R AR,

4.2 BERRAE RIEHIEULEHREE W
TEAN RN AR R S 7 1 L IR B RON S
PRAEAR N T 7K FE A R 2 7 38 AN 3 T Ak 18
Wt . S5 B TG A BT % B R vk B 40 L v TR
PR 20 Ff R A i R T 2 2 I B R AR R T
FH A FEIE T B BHIL BRI I R
G B AH O M S5 R W EL 9 29 S 250, T % %
PD-1/PD-LI#p il 5136 57 # % A R RN KRBT
S B AR YT HE A HRE R RE 6 F AR TE 254 K
% [T 2% 2 400 5 0 00 28 [ B R T A T Y
A AT 7 55 R R BT (infliximab) 5% 4k 2 F1) 2k
Padi (vedolizumab) 2 |

4.3 Wik s ez ICIs (Y7 5 1 f
o O I 2 BN Ay W IR AR D) RE 2 L 51 R AL
MR BERB AT LIRS HE AR K
R SRR g A A AP VS BB IR T R
Ry 8% ~13%" . HURMRJE S B i ) %
BN 43 W R A #E PD-1/PD-L1 4 53697 /8
AN R 20%6 0 HOR R 5 H L5 BRI T
RETUHE R B o) B8 D3R A B o Mk TR OIR IR R S
ZFP I I IR L R R

4.4 REAREMBEAME  2.7%~3.5% 42 ICIs i
70 R o B S g R DG MR iR L 3R I R AR
T 0% W R PR | Bk AR M S 3 R R A R
FEI N B B 38 R B 5 8 I o M il AR L K
ToH L kA R R AR 2 B R YT L
SEAR CT P B @ iU VIR U

4.5 FIERARR M AW O I T TR ) R
AOWR O O R DA DR R
M5 R%E . OB irAEs AR 1% . HEFEH: 5.
Rt s — B2 O BE S 095 J5 2 7 BR4SE T ICTs , I ekt
HEAT ) 0 2 [ B R T

4.6 AR R MAFIEAEE  4E2 PD-1MHIFIA
JTRREIFIE irAEs BHERR 0. 70 ~2. 1% %
PD-L1 il 5 36 97 8 & irAEs & A4 2 W ik ) T
0.9%~12% i 4% 52 w5 M it CTLA-4 JRY7 W #
irAEs &4 K3k 16 %0, G A & M I 4 0T B8 JC e
R AR RE W B & L = D R AR I R R
B R )k 2 o OB 2K JE A AT O
BELEBHIEEBREDIBIT™ . AR 1INMERES
PR R R R B, R e BR R B TR T AT RE

HR

4.7 REMmAEMRAZENR PD-1MRFGITBE
WA irAEs KA R4 2. 9%, 4% Guillain-Barré
ZRAAE VERE WILIC 7 Bk 5 IS 48 L 22 e M i 8 s AN
2 S R P 28 A A . X TR 222K irAESs, [l
52 B0 O % 7 45 P TCTsE o 97 DR 2 ] e
WOERBEATIRIT s Q05 6 P 22 JUL I 9 28 HE 75 i Dk
S G BR AR 1 IR A 4 S

4.8 HALR R RO PR EE BRIl T IR
S5 4 B 2 R 3 % B A 23 AT 37 0 B A g I
Yot B ir AEs. {575 1 8 00 2, X 28R )N
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